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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 

St. Andrew's Parish maintains Calvary Cemetery, Norwood as a service to the Church and its members. 
Our cemetery is maintained in order to help assure that reverent care is taken of the human remains of Church 
members and others. Our policies and practices are in keeping with the statutes of the Roman Catholic Church. 
In providing the services offered by our cemetery we intend to be faithful at all times to the ancient traditions as 
well as the current practices of the church. In all matters having to do with the burial of the bodies or cremated 
remains of the deceased every effort will be made to respond to the legitimate requests of their survivors. Pastoral 
ministry will be offered to them to the extent of our ability. It is our intention that the policies we state herein will 
contribute to the good order and tasteful maintenance of Calvary Cemetery. 
 
RULES AND REGULATIONS: 
 

1. The right is reserved to regulate the method of decoration of plots so that uniform beauty and safety 
may be maintained. The use of the following articles is prohibited: coping (other than masonry mortar brick 
within 16" of the headstone), fencing, hedging, borders, enclosures, artificial flowers or greenery, glass 
objects, mylar balloons, wiring, and hanging planters other than those held by one shepherd's hook, as well as 
any and all foreign objects that are attached or unattached to the headstone (with the exception of anything 
that is on the monument at the time of purchase). This includes statues of any kind. 

Real flowers and plants may be placed at the site from May1st until October 1st. The only acceptable flags 
are Veteran's Service flags and Firemen's Service flags. The planting of trees and shrubs is forbidden. Solar lights 
are not permitted. 

Decorations left after October 1st will be removed at the discretion of the caretaker. Each year our 
cemetery is closed for the winter. No Thanksgiving or Christmas decorations or winter ornamentation is 
permitted. Objects removed from a grave will be left behind the vault where the owner can retrieve them. 
Exceptions from these rules will be given only after they are approved by the cemetery caretaker. 
 

2. Visitors within the cemetery shall use only the avenues, roads, and walkways unless it is necessary to 
walk on the grass to gain access to a plot. The parish disclaims any liability for injuries suffered on cemetery 
property. Automobiles, funeral vehicles, and trucks must be kept under control at all times and are not to drive in 
excess of 10 MPH. No vehicles are permitted to park or drive on the lawns or grass. All recreational vehicles are 
prohibited. 
 

3. Cemeteries do not “sell” graves like real or personal property. An easement is issued which accords the 
Right of Burial ONLY. Easements are issued upon payment in full. 

NO monument shall be permitted until the plot fees have been paid. Arrangements will then be completed 
by the caretaker of the cemetery. An unused or unneeded grave may be returned to the cemetery by the owner at 
the discretion of the cemetery. When such a transaction takes place, the owner will be refunded the original fee 
paid for the grave. 

 
4. Headstone design and style is the choice of the plot holder. However, decorations, language or phrasing 

that is offensive to the Catholic faith or inconsistent with appropriate standards of a religious cemetery are 
forbidden. The provider of the headstone is to submit a final sketch of the headstone to the caretaker for cemetery 
approval prior to its creation (local monument companies are aware of and in compliance with this policy). 
Headstones and foundations may not be placed on cemetery property by any individual or family. The cemetery 
is to be contacted and it will arrange to have the foundation constructed and the headstone placed on the foundation 
by authorized contractors.  

5. No monument, once it has been erected, may be removed from the cemetery without the permission of 
the pastor. Should any monument become unsightly or dilapidated, or a menace to the safety of persons visiting 
the cemetery, the parish shall have the right to either correct the condition or remove the monument, at the expense 
of the lot owner. 



6. Endowed care involves the normal care and maintenance of plots necessitated by natural growth and 
ordinary wear. It involves upkeep and care of the lawns and roadways. It does not include the repair or replacement 
of any memorial, the planting or care of flowers, bushes etc., nor the repair of any section of a plot injured or 
damaged beyond the cemetery's reasonable control. 
 

7. A burial permit for each full burial is required by the NYS Department of Health and must be presented 
to the caretaker or pastor before the interment can be permitted. A copy of the cremation certificate is to be 
presented to the caretaker at the time of burial of cremains. All caskets shall be enclosed in a vault consisting of 
steel, concrete, or other approved material. The use of fiberglass or plastic vaults is prohibited. Rigid containers 
are required for the burial of all remains. No disinterment or removal shall be allowed without permission and 
proper authorization of the involved parties. 

 
8. It is the policy of the parish to begin Spring Interments as soon as weather permits. Each spring 

interment is scheduled at the discretion of the pastor. The funeral home or responsible party should contact the 
parish well in advance if a specific date is being requested for a spring burial. Every effort will be made to meet 
all reasonable scheduling requests. 

 
9. The Cemetery is closed from dusk until sunrise. 
 
10. Animals and pets are not allowed in the cemetery under any circumstances with the exception of 

service dogs. 
 
11. In all matters not specifically covered by these policies, the pastor (in concert with the Pastoral Council 

and Cemetery Committee) reserves the right to act in whatever manner their judgment deems reasonable. Such 
determination shall be binding on the plot holder and all concerned parties. 
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